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JOHN NEtlUDA.
John Xeruda was one of the very few of our writers

humor that they were at once recognized as the author's

who excelled almost in every department of letters: in

best prose work.

journalism, poetry, fiction, dramatic criticism, sketches of

Song^-) tr anslated in German, are admitted to be Xeruda's

travels, feuilleton, etc.

In

feuilleton

In poetry, the Kosmicke pisne, (Cosmic

particularly— a

master-piece. His inimitable raillery sometimes displeased

satirical criticism on social, historic and literary matters—

prudes and the charge of irreligion was freely preferred

Xeruda was without a rival in Austria.

against him.
Neruda was born July 10, 1834, in Prague
and died in 1891.

His Malostranske

povidky (Littleside stories) are written in so quiet vein of
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THE B OHEMIAN VOICE.

A

number of

prominent

Bohemians of Chicago, who

are anxious that a first class Bohemian operatic company
should come to this country, have opened negotiations

A MONTHLY JOURNAL.

with the manager of the "National Theater of Prague with
the view of securing the operatic corps of that celebrated

PUBLISHED BY THE

theater.

BOHEMIAN-AMERICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE,

Manager Hubert, soon after the receipt of their

offer, sent them the following cablegram:

Publication Office. 1211 South 13th Street, Omaha. Neb.

the good will of your committee.
THOMAS CAPEK,

------

EDITOR.

"Thanks for

The National Theater

cannot send its opera, but another Bohemian operatic
company will come, numbering some 150 people,

and

Address Editorial Correspondence to THOMAS CAPEK, 10 Creighton
Block, Omaha, JSeb.

which is being organized by manager Bauman on the

Subscription, $1.00 a j ear in advance; lOcts. a copy. All Business
Letters and Remittances to be addressed:

will travel through Europe and America.

model o f the Prague Operatic Company and this companv

"THE BOHEMIAN VOICE," 12J 1 South 13tli St., Oinalia, Neb

Bauman may

be expected in America in August, September or October
and bis program will include

the

"Bartered

Bride,"

"Kiss," ' Dalibor," "I n the Well," etc. Negotiate directly

Entered at the Post Office, Omaha, as Second Class Matter.

with Bauman, in care of
Executive of tlie Bohemian-American National Committee:

L. J. PAI.DA, Prest..

JOHN ROSICKY, Vice-Prest.,
372 W. 18th St., Chicago. 111.
Omaha, Nebraska
R. V. MISKOVSKY. Secretary,
1441 South 16th Street, Omaha, Neb.
ANTON K LOBASA, Treas.,
F. B. ZDRUBEK, Librarian.
2716 Russei Ave.. St. Louis, Mo.
150 w. 12th St., Chicago 111.

(Moravia).

the

city

theater

We wish you success. Subert."

Svornost comments as follows upon the news:

of

Brno.

Chicago
"After all

then we will have the pleasure of hearing a great Bohem
ian operatic company, which, let us hope, will spread the
renown of Bohemian music in this country."

The editor is not responsible for the opinions expressed by contributors.
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At the international tournament in Nancy, at
the prizes, the newly

formed friendship received new strength and impetus.
Of late no occurence, either in the land diet or parliament
passed off unnoticed in Paris

IRotes.
Political weather-cocks are fast dying out in Bohemia.
Now, when it is demonstrated

beyond a doubt, ihat the

interests of our nation are not the same as those of the
monarchy, one must either be a Bohemian or Austrian.
The old school of "Austrian-Bohemians" has out-lived its
usefulness.

Bold and fearless men must now go in ac

tion,—"must hew to the line, let the chips fall where they
may."

And, what is more grati

fying to us, the reports, which are now printed almost
daily about Bohemia, in all the principal French news
papers, a re correct, and, if not positively friendly, at least
bear the stamp of impartiality.

We are confident that

similar change of sentiment in regard to our people will
take place in this country also; and when it does, the mis
sion of the BOHEMIAN VOICE shall have been accom
plished.
*

Young Herman Janda grasped the situation when
"We are con

Count Tluin, the present lieutenant-governor of Bo

vinced that alone by education and organization, reaching

hemia, is a man of mediocre capacity, whose only political

he said in the diet in liis maiden speech:

the remotest villages, will we be able to restoie our rights

merit is his "Austrian loyalty."

and I assure you, that we hope to succeed in both. Gentle

the land diet, a young and inexperienced member, Her

During this session of

men, when organized we wil l, in a propitious moment, tell the

man Janda, held a patriotic speech—his maiden speech —

government and the highest

in which he denounced the government in round terms.

heads in the monarchy, how

we were treated ever since 1527 and our actions will be

Count Thun considered this an excellent opportunity to

accordingly."

sit down on the young man, unused as he was to pallia

dacity!

Audacity, again audacity, and always au

mentary repartees.

So, with much gusto, he pitched into

THE BOHEMIAN VOICE.
Janda and deplored the fact that such a young and evi

and religious freedom, a business man could expose in his

dently a talented

man should, at the very beginning of

shop window the statues of a ll the national heroes, b ig

his career, plunge recklessly among the Young Ctiekh

and small, real or mythical, if he chose to, but not so in

secessionists.

Bohemia, where every small-bored official can fearlessly

But this fatherly sermonizing ended very

disastrously for Count Tliun.

Hardly had

he sat down,

trample on the rights of citizens.

The military captain

when Deputy Vasaty got up and in turn sat, down on the

of the district notified Mr. Stangler to remove the statues,

injudicious count.

"as dangerous to the public peace of the state," and upon

And then the fur did fly.

The fol

lowing day the good work was resumed by Herold, who

his disobeying the order, the statues were removed by

attacked the count and his Austrian policy in such a

force from the window-

scathing manner that

ceeded and the worthy couple, ecclesiastical and military,

the aristocratic flunkey

gretted his improvisation.
and

Tins is well.

soon re

Thereupon the street parade pro

The land diet

must have felt a deep gratification at the thought, that in

parliament are the only green spots in the 240,000

1893 they routed with ease Hus and Zizka—something

square miles of Austrian territory, where one can speak

that combined Europe vainly tried

with moderate freedom; and if the legitimate representa

century.

to do in the fifteenth

tives of the people should allow themselves to be intimi
dated even here by the creatures of government,—con
stables, lieutenant-governors and their like—Austria would

#

ture he said: "The people of Vienna, who are noted for their

*

ease and good-nature seem to be deaf and dumb to the

*

The total value of declared exports from Austria-Hun
gary to the United States during the quarter ended Sep
tember 30, 1892, was $4,079,642.83, showing an increase of
$1,482 996.90 w hen compared with the same quarter of 1891
and an increase of $1,411,806.94 over the same quarter of
1890.

The consular district of Prague shows an increase

of $810,992.35; Re ichenberg $199,338.62; B uda-Pesth $90,456,.
04; Trieste $211,520.56 an d Vienna $170,689.23.
Rublee, of Prague, Austria, reports:

Consul

"just as Grenoble

is the central point for kid gloves, Lyons for silk gloves,
Chemnitz for cloth gloves, so is Prague the center of* the
lambskin glove manufacture."
glove

There are in Prague 120

manufacturers, employing 1,000 workmen and 500

apprentices, and turning out about 700,000 pairs of gloves,
valued at $3,200,000.

Cheapness of labor has contributed

principally to tne development of

the industry.

wages range between $1 and $5 p er week.

The

The material

used in Prague is almost exclusively lambskin. The value
of the exports from

Prague to the United States was

$68,050 in 1892, ag ainst $98,925 in 1891. About three-fourths
of the gloves made in Prague are destined for the English
market. The quantity sent to England annually represents
a value of over $2,000,000.

In the consular district of Ant

werp, Belgium, t here are few glove makers of any impor
tance.
•5f
'

A certain Dr. Gross lectured in Vienua recently upon
the "Boliemianizing of Vienna," and in the course of his lec

turn into a Sahara of liberty!

great danger that threatens to transform Vienna into a
Bohemian city.

He who knows the history of some cities

in Bohemia, formerly German, will detect an unmistak
able anlogy with Vienna.

a great many Bohemian manufacturers.

There are

We have heard

the Bohemian language from a Viennese stage; we also
have a Bohemian s »hool.

If

the Viennese are not on

their guard, if they do not make a bold stand against this
Slavonic invasion, we may live to see Vienna lose its Ger
man aspect."

Owing to the incendiary remarks of Dr.

Gross and of Bohemian-baiters of his type a scandalous
demonstration took

place in the capital on May 1, when

Chmelensky's Theatrical Company inaugurated a series of
playsin a su
b urban theater. The anti-semites and university
students occupying the foremost seats in the house, tried
to interrupt the performance by yelling, whistling and
kicking.
of the

Twenty-six of the rioters, including the editor

Deutsdies Volksblatt, had to be arrested before the

play could go on. "So Vienna must not become a Bohem
ian city," says a" n ewspaper commenting upon

this dis

graceful riot, "and therefore not a single Bohemian word
must l>e sp oken on the Viennese stage, save slanderous
epithets against our people.

Such is the decree of Ger

man students who are being led

by Schonerer.

French,

Italian, Magyar and God knows what may be spoken on

*
*

the stages of Vienna, but the language of one-fifth of the

Absolutism and bigotry go hand in hand in Bohemia.
Petty tyrants, encouraged by the government, grow more

city's people, t he language of a nation which sustains the
weight of the monarchy, of which Vienna is the capital—

insolent year by year, as the following incident will illus-

that language is forbidden.

strate:

rejects our language.

Bishop Edward Brynych, while making a tour of

His diocese recently, stopped in a town by the name of
Ceska TrebovJ.

The laborers and mechanics

of V ienna are almost exclusively Bohemian.

The good people of that place welcomed

Vienna accepts our money but

Suppose Prague, where the Ger

mans constitute hardly 15 per cent., should do likewise?"
*

*
*

their bishop with the customary display of flags and brass
buttons and everything would have terminated well but

Dvorak, the Bohemian composer, who lately conducted

for the imprudence of a business man by the name of

some of his own music at the World's Fair, declares that

Jaroslav Stangler, who insisted on
window the statues of

having in his shop

John Hus and John Zizka.

In

countries, where citizens are supposed to enjoy political

the possibilities of an American school of music lie in the
southern negro melodies. He believes that American com.posers should study these songs and build upon them.
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DISTURBANCE IN THE BOHEMIAN DIET.

According to a lengthy telegraphic dispatch from

judicial, electoral and administrative districts, in which
Pra

each of the two nationalities would enjoy the use of its

gue, the Bohemian Diet experienced on May 17, one of

own language and separate civilization.

those exciting scenes, that occasionally jar the delibera

would

affect the Provincial Educational Council, w hich

tions of

would

fall- into

that legislative body.

The German deputy

Che v h

Funke got into a wrangle with the Young Chekh deputy

Provincial

Brzor&d and soon the whole diet was in an uproar.

of the land and the diet.

bottles and their contents are said to

Ink

have been used by

the combatants with effect and several challenges to
duels!!) were made 011 th e spot.

Agricultural

regulation requiring

and

German

Council, the

sections,
Supreme

the
Court

Besides, it would repeal the

government

know both languages.

The division

and

local officials to

Of the superior judicial officers

As a direct result of the

about one-fourth, destined for employment in German

occurences in the diet, street demonstrations by univer

districts, would no longer be obliged to prove their famil

sity students took place in the evening, in the course of

iarity with the Chekh tongue.

which windows of obnoxious persons were smashed, etc.

templated a thorough division of Bohemia into two dis

In fine, the Ausgleicli con

American readers who have read the telegram, probably

tinct parts and the creation of a compact German prov

gave it no more thought than they would give to a simi

ince, independent of the kingdom.

lar disturbance in the French or Italian chambers.

Yet,

In this province the German language would be exclu

these occasional clashes of deputies have a dark, threat

sive and paramount and Bohemian would not be tolerated;

ening back-ground—they are the harbingers of a terrible

while in the rest of the kingdom Bohemian and German

disaster which Austria,

by reason of

is courting with persistence-

her false policy,

Slavonic in body she per

sists in having a German head; the mistress of half a

would be equal.

The injustice of this will be seen at

once.
The Young Cbekhs attacked the Ausgleich with all their

dozen of nationalities, differing in origin, history and tra

accustomed vigor in parliament.

dition— but which are all ambitious, progressive and in

danger that lurked behind.it to the unity of the father

They pointed out the

tensely national —she c ourts the favor of one only, to the

land.

exclusion of a ll others; destined to be a federalistic state,

what was there to prevent the German-Bohemians from

she seeks her salvation in centralism.

seeking to realize, at some future time, their fond dream

As a result of this

All legislative, judicial and lingual ties sundered,

occult policy, w e see nothing but strife, disaffection and

of annexation to Germany?

anarchy in Austria.

the Young Chekh faction the odious measure was not urged

Yon Plener, leader of the Austrian-Germans, declared

in parliament.

Thanks to the opposition of

But it was a mistake to suppose that the

recently in parliament that Bohemia holds the key-note

government had abandoned it altogether.

to Austrian internal affairs and that Count Taaffe's hope

of eyery patriot it has been resuscitated in the land diet.

To the dismay

less policy of d urchfretten (rubbing along, or, a policy from

Again the Young Chekhs attacked it as they did in parlia

day to day) must continue indefinitely, unless the Bohem

ment making a motion to table it. But, owing to the combi

ian-German question in Bohemia is settled.

nation of Old Chekhs, a conservative faction and of the large

Our readers

know full well what this vexing question is.

Bohemia

land holders or the ''historic nobility" and Germans, the

has 3,64-5,086 people speaking the Chekh language and

motion was lost.

2.158,872 G ermans, at least 600,000 of the latter being Ger

the redistricting of a certain judicial district, in northern

manized Chekhs.

Bohemia, and as a preliminary to the Ausgleich, the distur

Strange as it may seem to the Ameri

On May 17, during a debate, bearing

can people, t hese 3,645,086 Bohemians have to contend for

bance spoken of above took place.

equality, that is, for an equal recognition of their lingual

stateu

rights in schools a nd courts of justice, wfiile the 2,158,872

the diet to be closed.

Germans are fighting for supremacy. Neither of these two
the other.

Some of

The

telegram

also

tlie emperor immediately thereupon caused
our American newspapers, while commenting

Teuton - desires to be assimilated by

upon the incident would make their readers believe that

Neither wants to adopt the language -of the

Germans of Austria and particularly those of Bohemia are

races—Slav and
other.

that

011

Every measure that

has been

proposed so far,

the most ill-treated people in the world.

either in parliament or the diet, for their conciliation, has

amusing

only resulted in widening the chasm between them.

though constituting over 60 per cent, of

To

This is very

The Slavs of Western Austria (Cisleithania)
the population

day everything is dual in Bohemia — Chekh or German—

have but 136 deputies of the total 353, while 36 per cent,

schools, courts of

of Germans have 177 members in the Austrian Parliament.

museums, etc.

justice, learned and social s ocieties,

For many a year 110 ses sion either of the

With regards to Bohemia the disproportion is more shock

parliament or diet-, where the representatives of the war

ing yet.

ring nationalities meet, passed off without a fierce fight.

hemians, who are the ancient, historic race in the king

Germans have schools in abundance, while Bo

Of the many schemes which the government conceived

dom have to beg for every country teacher,and the govern

with a view of settling the Bohemian-German controversy,

ment crowds them to the wall in every direction.

the most notable is a measure known as the Bohemian
Ausgleich (settlement) of 1890.

It was a bold strike at

It contemplated the division of

Reports are at hand from Prague to the effect that from

the governing and judicial bodies of Bohemia into Chekh

250 to 500 p eople from Bohemia will visit the World's Fair.

and German sections and the division of the kingdom into

The excursionists will sail from Bremen July loth.

the unity of Bohemia.
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BOHEMIA AFTER THE THIRTY YEARS' WAR.

D

grated and were forever lost to their mother country. Be

The Thirty Years' War laid waste the whole country

tween July 25 and August 25, 1623, some 12,000 persons

and ruined Bohemian people more dreadfully than any

from Prague and its suburbs and the districts of Boleslav

other similar storm, not even excepting the great religious

and Litomefice left the native country.

wars brought about by Hussitic teaching.

Hundreds of

with July, 1627, from 70 t o 80 p ersons emigrated from Pra

villages were burnt and desolated, never to be rebuilt.

gue daily and the Catholic Slavata, estimates the number

Cities, too, were laid waste by fire, e ither wholly or par

of emigrants in 1628 at 36,000 families.

tially, and years have elapsed before they again assumed
their former appearance.

The inhabitants of the cities

To insure a speedy conversion of

Commencing

the people the em

peror invited various religious orders

in

the

country.

and villages, who were again and again driven from their

These new apostles used to be accompanied by dragoons

habitations and plundered of all their possessions, had per

on their proselyting expeditions; and the terrible excesses

ished by hunger, want, persecution and the sword of the

committed by these latter auxiliaries, gave them such an

enemy in such frightful numbers,that the 3,000,000 souls, the

unsavory reputation throughout the land, that people fled

estimated number of people in Bohemia prior to the war,

from their habitations, and burnt everything behind them,

were reduced to 800,000 souls.

at the approach of "Lichtenstein's dragoons."

The majority of these peo

ple were oppressed by poverty.

The cities were deprived

Of all the orders the Jesuits had the largest member

of the richer classes by the emigration of Protestants; in

ship, and in a few years they could boast of thirteen col

dustry and commerce languished for lack of capital, and

leges in Bohemia alone.

subsequent misery extinguished the ambition of the arti

University passed into their hands with all other city

san, many of whose achievements were lost and forgotten.

schools under its direction.

The peasant, lacking beasts of burden, cattle and the

much zeal in

necessary agricultural implements, could not, for a longtime

sionaries were indefatigable, exhorting, preaching and

cultivate the fields lying fallow; and in many places the

counseling in cities and villages alike.

peasants were compelled to yoke themselves to the plough.

annual pilgrimages

The defeat at White Mountain cost the Bohemians
their independence.

Although Prague continued to be

styled, as before, the capital of the Austrian empire, yet
the sovereigns, b eginning with the removal of Mathias in

and,

owing

At the same time the Prague
No other order displayed as

proselyting as the Jesuits.

Their mis

They organized

to various miracle working shrines;

to their

influence a

new

patron saint,

St. John of Nepomuk, was introduced in Bohemia during
the last century.
During the ravages of the Thirty Years' War Bohem

1617, es tablished their court in Vienna, visiting Bohemia

ians lost

only occasionally.

The management of the country was

Entire districts had been depopulated, either through fam

the

greatest

part of their national territory.

entrusted to officials, who since the removal of the king,

ine, pestilence or emigration; and land-owners of foreign

were known collectively, as the "Lieutenancy of Bohemia."

birth, who received the confiscated property of the exiled

I n time, both the legislative and judicial departments of

nobility as a reward for military services, peopled them

Bohemia were centralized in Vienna, losing their former
independence.

colonies of foreigners, which were situated in the centre of

No efforts were spared to re-convert the people to their
ancient religion, Catholicism.

The emperor, having de

stroyed with his own hands the famous "majesty letter"

with colonists from neighboring Germany.

Some of these

the country, were in time assimilated by the native popu
lation.

But not so with colonies on the border.

These

latter not only preserved the lingual and national charac

of Rudolph, issued, in 1624, a mandate, whereby the expul

teristics of their race, but they Germanized the native

sion of Protestant preachers was decreed.

element

Under severe

almost

at every

point, wherever they

came

penalties he forbade Protestant worship, and the churches

in contact with it.

of

German element made the greatest inroad upon our na

this sect were

turned over

Catholics were deprived of

the

to

Catholics.

Non-

right of citizenship in

cities and of the right of plying their vocation as artisans.

Hence it must be presumed that the

tional territory as early as the seventeenth century.
As a natural result of all these changes, the Bohemian

On February 29, 1626, i t was decreed that everybody should

language received a tremendous set back.

embrace the Catholic faith within two months, otherwise

holders. spoken of above, gave everywhere preference to

to leave the country.

On July 31, a nother mandate was

Foreign land

German, with which, almost without exception, they were

issued, more cruel than the first, "that the emperor will

conversant.

not tolerate anyone in the monarchy who disagrees with

officials who treated the natives with the scorn and inso

him in matters of religion."

lence of victors.

The nobility was granted

They surrounded themselves

by

German

In time the native nobility which had

six weeks within which to prepare in the tenets of the

escaped exile, fell too, under this baneful influence of de

Roman Church.

nationalization.

Whosoever would refuse, must dispose

of his property and leave the country fortwith.

After

The best blood of the nation—teachers,

professors and ministers—having been exiled, there was

wards the time was extended to the end of May, 1628, and

nobody to cultivate the native literature.

again, on July 20, 1628, it was ordered that within six days

the Jesuits, to supply people with non-heretical reading,

all recalcitrants

must emigrate.

these mandates were terrible.

The efforts of

The consequences of

were too feeble and they could not check the rapid decline

While it is true that many

of letters, to which they probably contributed more than

embraced ostensibly the Catholic faith, thousands emi

any other factor of that period.

THE BOHEMIAN VOICE.
BOHEMIAN AND POLISH WOMEN AT THE CONGRESS.

May 20th closed the Congress of the World's Represen
tative Women—an event, which as some prophesy, will
mark a distinct era in the history of woman's progress,
and that the influence of the great gathering will be felt
among nations of every language and of diverse institu
tions.
On the "Advisory Council" we have seen the names of
the following Bohemian women:

Elisa Kr&snohorsk&,

Caroline Mach (these two from the old country), Frances
Gregor, Josephine

llumpal-Zeman,

Clementine Nov&k,

Marie Blahnik and Mme. Janaushek (all these living in
the United States.)
Miss Caroline Mach, of Prague, was to deliver an ad
dress "on the condition of Bohemian women," but having
been detained on the journey, the paper was read by Mrs.
Zeman. This lady besides h eld three, discourses of her own
before the congress, all of which, judging from

news

paper comments, were warmly received, gaining for the
fair speaker, the appellation of the "sweet voiced Bohem
ian of the convention."

Mrs. Zeman seems to be an en

ergetic and ambitious woman; and though some of our
newspapermen disagree with her, she being the exponent,
among Bohemian-American women of

that movement

which culminated in the Chicago congress, she is, never
theless, entitled to a great deal of credit for her work in
the congress.

Our women could have hardly found a

more plucky representative than Mrs. Zeman.
Mrs. Zeman's impromptu address is the best, and we
shall reprint some of its striking passages.

For some in

explicable reasons errors have crept in, as for instance,
where the speaker says that "Slavonic nations have put
Bohemia back fifty or a hundred years."

We fail to see

when, how or why Slavonians pushed Bohemia back?

It

was anti-reformation and its attendant evils—denationali
zation—that put Bohemia back and nothing else.

Nor is

it true that Bohemia for sixteen centuries (or six, for that
matter) was pushed away from civilization.

According

to Palacky, Bohemians peopled our fatherland only in 450,
and so they could not be pushed away from civilization,
when they were leading a nomadic life yet.

Six centuries

ago, under the Premyslides, Bohemia was as civilized as
any other country in Central Europe.
The Address of Mrs. Zeman,

"The position of Bohemian women is not much differ
ent from those of all other foreign countries.
They are
striving after equality; she trying to do her best, but un
der greater disadvantages than in any other country,
either of Europe or the New World.
The Slavonic na
tions have pushed Bohemia back fifty or a hundred years,
and that in this progressive age means more than a cen
tury. This, perhaps, is the best excuse for the absence of
the Bohemian woman upon the public platform and in
the avenues of useful endeavor. We are not known. At the
Palmer house the other evening I met a lady who said
she was glad to meet a representative of the wandering
Gypsies. (Laughter.)
This was the first time I had the
honor of being designated as one of those happy people.
But I do not blame her, because for sixteen centuries Bo
hemia has been pushed away from civilization.
Still Bo

hemia, my own native Bohemia, was the first to kindle
the spark, in the fourteenth century, which grew into a
blaze for the freedom of man, the right and privilege to
act for himself.
"I t was the dawning of the reformation of Europe.
Bohemia has fought, Bohemia has bled, that other na
tions might have and enjoy liberty, but poor Bohemia,,
what of her? She has been pushed back like an old piece
of furniture, no longer useful.
She has been dominated
and trampled upon by the greatest powers of Europe,
among whom I fear not to class the Germans, for, while
loving their intelligence and progress, I cannot forget
their efforts to drive away our native tongue, our tradi
tions and our individuality.
"But the great revolution of thought which swept over
Europe at the beginning of this century brought its bless
ings to Bohemia. The first step was to restore our langu
age, which a patriotic few had dared to speak only in the
seclusion of their homes or remote corners of their own
native land.
Brave women came forward to teach and
restore the native language, and they have kept 011 un til
now they are fighting for equal liberty, for home rule and
a just national representation.
(Applause.)
Too long^
Bohemian women have believed themselves, just like vio
lets, left to blossom under the moss.
Now, however,
their heroic endeavor has driven our men to carry out
measures for a better and a higher future
They have
inspired our men, and the result has been that we have
secured equality in the public schools, equal educational
facilities. . All under 14 years of age are compelled to at
tend school and, after that, they may receive private in
struction in the higher branches.
"To procure the advantages of these higher branches
the women of Bohemia organized a society, raised the
funds and built a university bearing the beautiful name
Minerva.
There were those who told us our women
would not apply for admission.
Fifty applied on the
opening day. Mark the surprise.
Then they told us
that when the examination time came they would not be
able to pass, but not one failed.
Mark the surprise.
Thirty out of fifty graduated
At the second opening of
the university there were eighty applications. They were
admitted. Woman was then recognized as having brains
and the educational institutions of Bohemia were at last
open to her.
"We have always had one equality in Bohemia—that of
working side by side with our men in the field a"d, if
necessary, side by side in pushing a wheelbarrow.
But
even that is a courageous and womanly equality. Latterly
our women have entered the business house, the telegraph
office, and we now have 1,200 t eachers who, allow me to
say, are better off than the teachers in liberty-loving
America—they get equal pay for equal work. (Applause.)
One of our most famous poets is a woman and the best
of our musical composers is also a woman.
"We have also established industrial schools for women
where sewing is taught and dressmaking and other use
ful industries are encouraged.
We have other societies
for the education of women.
We have 110 woman's suf
frage society, but some thirty or forty women have an
nually raised funds to secure lectures upon the subject by
distinguished women.
We have two papers entirely con
ducted by women, one of which particularly advocates
the suffrage question.
" I only give you a kaleidoscopic view of what we have
done and are doing.
We are now standing on the same
volcano you are. We are not looking downward, but up
ward.
We are looking to the star which beckons a new
career for womankind, and, while we do not speak your
language, we are with you. (Applause.)"
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From tlie Address of Miss Macli,

composed originally in Bohemian.
"If the avenues that lead to independence were opened
to Bohemian women, it is certain that a majority of girls
of the middle-class would eagerly enter them.
Besides
commerce and some lines of industry only the following
professions are open to women: teaching in common
schools, where boys a nd girls attend in common—teaching
in industrial girls' school, and in kindergartens.
Then
they are admitted in the postal and telegraph service (in
ferior positions). Of Bohemian state normal schools for
girls, there are but two in the country, one in Prague,
and one in Brno, Moravia.
The capacity of these two
institutions is so limited that out of some 300 applicants
in each, but 60 are admitted.
If Bohemians received
their due from the government, they should have eight
such schools instead of two.
In addition to these state
institutions there are two private normal schools, under
the supervision of convents.
The number of Bohemian
female teachers is 1,200 and they enjoy the esteem and
confidence of both the public and the government.
''Mention should also be made of a three months'course
in the telegraphy and postal service, under the guidance
of the government; and if we add to this list an "ar t and
industrial school," where special attention is given to
painting, drawing and embroidery, we have enumerated
all the educational facilities that fit out the 3,000,000 of
Bohemian women to a career of independence. I t is true
Prague has a few other schools for girls, who are past
school a ge, but these are intended more to supplement an
education already acquired than to prepare one for inde
pendence.
With a view of extending the education of
women, and as auxiliaries of the schools for girls, two
societies have deen founded, one in Prague by the name
of "Zensky vyrobni spolek cesky" and the other in Brno
"Zensky vzdel&vaci a vyrobni spolek Vesna."
Inciden
tally, the object of both societies is to strive a t the per
fection of the handiwork of women and its introduction
to public. Their schools a lso impart rudimentary instruc
tion in book-keeping.
"The most interesting school, however, is the "MiddleSchool for girls," founded in Prague by the "Minerva"
society and calculated to impart to Bohemian girls an
education, which, like the gymnasium, would fit them for
advanced study in the university. I t is the first middle
school for girls in Austria.
Pupils are admitted at 13
and they are supposed to acquire a sufficient knowledge of
classic studies in 6 years, at the end of which time
they graduate.
In 1890, the year of opening, 51 pupils
were enrolled; in 1892 over 80 were admitted.
Now the
"Minerva" society is striving to obtain for its students
legal admission to the university.
These institutions of
learning, it must be remembered, are yet closed to Bo
hemian and Austrian women.
We have two Bohemian
medical women (Bayer and Kecek) but they studied
abroad and now practice their profession outside of t heir
mother country.
"Of educational, benevolent, social and agricultural
societies our patriotic women have 88; besides this there
are about 70 other annex societies.
"Literary work among us is another class of work
which is not carried on for -the sake of any pecuniary
gain.
There is a long list of Bohemian authoresses.
Bozena Nemec, whose "Grandmother" has been trans
lated into various languages, is most celebrated. Caroline
Svetld, a writer of novels, occupies a foremost place
among the standard writers of Bohemian fiction.
Elisa
KrAsnohorskd, the poetess, rivals in popularity the first of
our poets. Both Svetl& and Kr£snohorsk& always stood
and stand yet at the head of every important movement
of our women.
Svetld was instrumental in the found
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ing of the above mentioned"Zenskf vyrobni spolek cesky,''
while Krasnohorska was the founder of "Minerva," beside
editing the "Zenske Listy" (Woman's Leaves).
Sophia
Podlipskii, Luzickfi, CervinkovA, Nov&kova, Preissovd,
Kunetick£, Jesenska and a long line of other Bohemian
female writers occupy a conspicuous place in literature.
The society of Bohemian school teachers sent to the
World's Fair, at Chicago, a complete collection of the
works of Bohemian women, numberingsome 300 volumes."
Helene Modjeska,

the celebrated actress presented the cause of Polish women
in words breathing the loftiest patriotism.
" I shall not dwell upon the development or lack of
development of our political institutions. Other nations
have taken away our national existence.
They have
laughed to scorn "the belief that there ever was a Polish
nation.
They have restricted, if not wholly prohibited,
the use of our language.
Under such a condition could
there be a ny organized effort of woman?
"Why, it would be considered a political c rime.
It
would bring its punishments. I cannot tell you what the
Polish women are doing because to do so would bring
punishment, bitter punishment, upon the heroic workers.
There would be a greater number of Polish women here
and entitled to be here and to speak for Poland, but for
the Russian government.
(Sensation, mingled with ap
plause for the utterance.)
There would be more docu
ments here from Polish women, but for the scrutiny of
the mails by the Russian government. The Polish woman
retains a strong feeling of nationality—(applause) - she
loves liberty and longs for the restoration of national
power.
" I will translate, as I proceed, a letter from Poland
despite governmental espionage, and the very first sen
tence is that our Polish men do not desert the home for
the club or the fair. (Applause.)
They remain at home
evenings or gather at the firesides of the family friends.
Their hospitality is a tradition.
A host in the house is
God in the home. (Applause.) The Polish home has its
influence upon marriageThe poor girl has suitors as
well as the rich.
The unmarried enjoy a position; if not
as good in some respects as in America, in others it is
much better. There is a great national tendency to ob
tain independence instead of depending upon marriage.
(Applause.)
"But the married woman in Poland is truly the help-meet
of the husband.
There is constant, mutual consultation
in every financial transaction concerning the home. Some
of our largest industrial establishments are managed by
women.
"And our political condition?
See how this writer
fails because she does not allude to th e splendor of our past.
"Courage, patriotism is the characteristic of the Polish
woman. I see through the mist of age a young, a beauti
ful bride and her noble bridegroom just returned from
church.
They are left alone.
They stand upon the
porch.
The eye is filled with tears of happiness and in
those eyes a solemn interrogation.
They fear to speak;
they fear to break this happy silence.
He puts his arm
around her waist and whispers.
"'What is it?' she asks. "Nothing."
" In the distance there is a noise.
He knows what it
means. Little by little the tread of horses is heard, and
a few moments later a troop of horses gallop up and a
letter is passed to the bridegroom.
It is read in silence.
The expression of his face is infinite sadness.
''She knows it's meaning.
She extends her arms to
him and, making signs across the manly brow in the name
of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, says:
"Go and act
well t hy part."
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"He goes to battle. She remains at home. The bride
is patient, with no other consolation than national pride
and the prayer that he will return with a brave record.
Religion and her country first and then love. That is the
Polish woman.
"We have had a constant struggle for independence.
An unholy alliance was formed to crush out our country,
rob it of its free government and destroy our institutions.
The gates have been closed. Men have deserted Poland,
but her women have stood guard at the gates of their
country.
I t was she who preserved patriotism and honor
in spite of Siberia and, what is wor.-e, the lash, to the
everlasting disgrace of tne Russian government. (Applause.)
"Our enemies make a great mistake if they think they
have destroyed us. As long as a Polish woman lives Po
land will live. (Applause.)
We may have merited pun
ishment for our frailties. God knows.' May be we have.
"We h ave heard much of the Roman and Spartan mother.
That is well, but I hope the world will hear more of the
Polish mother. (Applause.) The Polish mother is wait
ing patiently for the resurrection and if there is justice on
earth she will not wait in vain."

from the following incident:
tation of

On January 18, 1576, a depu

Polish nobility, who preferred him to Stephan

Bathory, as King of Poland, sought audience with him in
Vienna. The spokesman of the deputation, Palatine Jos
eph Laski, having delivered his address of respects in Polish,
the sovereign, according to historian Tomek, "begged to be
excused for his ignorance of Polish, but it would please
him to answer back in Bohemian. Thereupon Maximilian
responded in a lengthy and clever address in Bohemian,
displaying a remarkable knowledge and mastery of that
tongue to the great delight of the Polish deputation."

As

a special mark of esteem, the fact may be mentioned, that
one of his sons was baptized after St. Vaclav, the Bohem
ian patron saint.
With Maximilian's eldest son and heir apparent, Ru
dolph II., the case had been different.

The Bohemian

people looked upon him with disfavor, for two reasons.
In the first

place he lacked the necessary knowledge of

their native tongue, and, secondly, h is education was en
tirely Spanish, in the schools of the Jesuits.
HAPSBUKGS AND THE BOHEMIAN LANGUAGE.

I t is not very generally known that the Hapsburgs, since

In 1526 th e

Bohemian Estates, then and there in session in Prague,
forwarded an humble prayer to Maximilian to cause the

the union of Bohemia with Austria, in the sixteenth cen

return of the heir apparent from Spain to Bohemia, or, at

tury, have cultivated the study of the Bohemian language.

least to provide him with an instructor from the ranks of

Some of the

sovereigns were quite proficient in it, as for

instance Francis I . and the reigning emperor.
Ferdinand I., who married in 1521, as Archduke of

ther native nobility.

Agreeable to this request, oneSebes-

tian Pechovsky, secretary to the Prague archbishop, was
given as instructor to the imperial pupil.

Austria, Anne, the daughter of Vladislas Jagellon, never

dolph does not seem to have been a

mastered the Bohemian language, though he appreciated

scholar, for all the chroniclers of

its importance.

his imperfect knowledge of

His three sons, Maximilian, Ferdinand

and Charles, were instructed in it since their earliest
youth.

Queen Anne, whom the people called the "affec

However, Ru

particularly bright

that time complain of

Bohemian.

Italian became

the court language during Rudolph's eventful reign,owing,
undoubtedly to the fact, that, his subsequent mistress,

tionate mother of the Bohemian nation," spoke Bohemian

Catherine

fluently and took great deal of pride in this accomplish

estates were constrained to address him in German on

ment.

Strada, belonged to that nationality.

The

public occasions and his marked predilection for foreigners

Archduke Ferdinand, the second son cf Ferdinand I.,

from Spain, Italy and Germany were the cause of much

fell in love, as is well known, with the beautiful and ac

dissatisfaction.

complished Phillipine Welser, to whom he was secretly

during Rudolph's reign, otherwise memorable, is obvious.

That Bohemian letters did not flourish

married, in 1550, without the knowledge of his father.

Emperor Matliias was even a more wretched Bohemian

This mesalliance made a great noise throughout Europe.

scholar than his elder brother, Rudolph, and it is surpris

The archduke, upon his removal from Bohemia to Inns

ing that despite his repeated efforts to secure the Bohem

bruck, surrounded his beautiful wife almost exclusively by

ian crown, he neglected to learn the language of his future

Bohemian courtiers, such as John and Jaroslav of Kolo-

subjects.

vrat, George of Sternberg, Adam Popel Lobkovic and

on his part towards the people; it was due more than any

others.

But this we must not ascribe to any disrespect

These cavaliers introduced into Tyrol Bohemian

thing else to his protracted absence from Bohemia, he

court manners and the archduke was in constant corres

having come in contact with the Bohemian nobility only

pondence with his friends in Prague.

occasionally. On the contrary, Matliias entertained a very

The archives of

Innsbruck contain bundles of the archduke's Bohemian

high esteem for the people, as may be seen from his ap

letters.

peal to Bohemians, in 1611, w herein he said:

The second Hapsburg on the Bohemian throne, Maxi

"This noble

and great nation, which has ever been the ornament of the

milian II., who according to the testimony of the Italian,

throne of Hapsburg, and had on various occasions sacrificed

Paul Tiepola, had mastered five

life and treasure in defense of it, has now fallen prey to

fluently in Bohemian.
of Milesovka.

languages, conversed

His teacher had been John Hor^k

This sovereign made arrangements before

the greed of foreigners."

During the coronation cere

monies he spoke in German and Latin, ''being but slightly

his coronation, occuring in 1562, fo r the bishop to address

acquainted with

him in Bohemian, upon his entry into Prague; and in case

the Spanish ambassador, Don Zuniga.

that this dignitary should be unequal to the task, that some

Bohemian,"—such is the testimony of

Ferdinand I I., who succeeded Mathias, received a pnre

one else should be the spokesman-

What thorough mast

German education at Ingolstadt, and as his prospects of

ery of

possessed will be seen

ever ascending the Bohemian throne were hopeless at this

the language Maximilian
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time, it was not deemed necessary to instruct him in the

and he lived in that city uninterruptedly till h is death in

language.

1875.

Towards the close of his reign he acquired

Only once, namely, during the Prussian invasion in

1866, h e left Prague and went to Innsbruck; but the war

some knowledge of it, however.
Ferdinand III., who succeeded his father in 1637, kn ew

over, he returned to Prague "among his beloved Bohem

the language thoroughly, having had an excellent teacher,

ians," as he said, when they urged him to settle perman

Raphael Mnisovsky of Sebuzin. This learned man was the

ently in Tyrol.

author of a curious Latin treatise

Passionately fond of botany, Ferdinand

t he study of Bohem

used to boast, that he knew in Bohemian the name of

ian, and now in possession of the University of Upsala,

every plant—for which, if true, credit must be given to

whither it has been carried by Swedish invaders-

the emperor's instructor in botany, Professor S. Pressl.
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Once,

while studying in the college of Jesuits in Gratz, Ferdin

Francis Joseph I., the reigning monarch, received the

and surprised his august father, who had visited him, by

fiist instruction in Bohemian in his sixth year. His teacher

During his reign and

was an officer by the name of John Yitek and under his

after the war had somewhat subsided, F erdinand often

able tutelage the youthful pupil made such rapid progress

a Bohemian speech of

welcome.

went out amongst the common people, w ho were just then

that, before he could write yet, he composed a letter in

undergoing terrible

Bohemian from little wooden blocks.

privations.

A

Catholic

historian

museum at

ian language, Ferdinand I II . was much beloved by his

The late Prague journalist, J . M. BalJk, thus describes an

people."

interview he had with the emperor in June 22,1890: "The

Neither Leopold I. nor Charles VI. .nor Maria Theresa

Prague

The Bohemian

remarks, that, "for his love of country and the Bohem

contains this curious composition.

emperor listened to me with undiminished attention to

The first two

the end and then to my Bohemian address he responded

named monarchs were sworn in in German a t the corona

in correct Bohemian and dismissed me.
The emperor
knows the language perfectly, and pronounces with such
ease, as if B ohemian were his mother tongue."
Archduke Rudolph, the late heir apparent, possessed as
good a knowledge of Bohemian as his father, and to Dr.
Rieger he once said, " that he cultivated the study of the
language with especial pleasure."

spoke the language of our forefathers.
tion, Maria Theresa in Latin.

Joseph II., Maria There

sa's eldest son and successor, had a good command of
Bohemian, notwithstanding the barbarisms and solecisms
of his teacher, the evil Pohl.

Joseph's perambulations

through Bohemia, alleged or real, and his frequent ad
ventures among common people are too well known and
need not be related.

RE-OPEN THE PRISON GATES.

The story, that Joseph's imperfect

knowledge of Bohemian was the cause of a n insurrection of

A day or two after the disturbance in the Bohemian

peasants—their deputation having been told by the august

Diet, the following significant dispatch was sent from

ruler "to go for t he lords," about their grievance instead

Yienna to our Associated Press:

of going "to the lords"—seems to lack historical founda

"At a council of the Austrian cabinet, the conduct of
the Young Chekhs in the Bohemian Diet, Wednesday, was

tion.
Leopold II., who was crowned King of Bohemia in 1790,

under consideration, and it was resolved to visit with the

knew the language well, but he never attained that profic

severest repression,

iency in it, that distinguished his eldest son and successor,

excesses."

Francis I . , _ a man whose name
with the Napoleonic wars.

is indelibly associated

Francis I., according to all

the contemporaneous reports, displayed

this knowledge

all radical anti Semitic and Chekh

What does this mean?
" I t was resolved," says the dispatch "to visit with the
severest repression all radical Chekh excesses."

Can it be

A peasant by the name of Vav&k pre

that the government contemplates re-opening its prison

sented Francis, at his coronation in 1792, with a poem and

gates? Can it be that it wants to re-employ such monstrous

with ostentation.

a map of the neighboring estate, drawn by himself.

"The

absolutists and tyrants as Radecky, Hainau, Bach,Koller,

emperor and the empress," writes YavJk in his memoires,

etc.

"having examined the gift, invited me to come and see

ous, greedy, plundering, destroying, combating and hateful

Can it be that the Austrian eagle—that carnivor

them the following morning in their castle; I went and the

bird —will again be let loose on fair Bohemia?

emperor spoke with me a full quarter of an hour in # Bo-

sion" in Austria is a term of no dubious meaning.

hemian, rewarding me finally with 12 ducats."

means tyranny.

P. M. Ye-

selsky in his genealogy of Heslov says: "John Dacicky of

"Repres
It

I t means jailing of newspaper men, sup

pression of the freedom of speech and press, detestable

Heslov, served in the Bohemian imperial guard, which ac

police espionage and all the petty annoyances to which

companied

we have been subjected twenty-five years ago-

Emperor

the years of 1813-1814.

Francis I.

to

France

between

Not wishing to be understood by

Will the government dare to resort to these "provi

the courtiers, the emperor, while in France, invariably

sional measures,'" as they are termed

conversed in Bohemian with Daeick# and his aid-de-camp

nau?

Kucera."

The emperor's sons, Ferdinand and Francis
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t he banks of Do-

The Young Chekhs are a powerful, energetic, and

intellectual party, and the best people of the kingdom are

Charles, were instructed in Bohemian from their earliest

at their beck and call.

youth and of the latter archduke it is related that he com

ture when everything is in a state of agitation and excite
ment would be more than foolhardy.

posed a number of clever verses in Bohemian.
The last crowned King of Bohemia, Ferdinand V., re
tired to Prague soon after the stormy events

To persecute them at this junc

of

1848,

patience has its limits.
the camel's back.

Even Bohemian

I t was the last straw that broke
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WHICH SHALL WE BELIEVE?

had never lived—protesting against the canonization of

The St. Louis lllas (Bohemian Catholic weekly) of May

the real and only John of Pomuk, the vicar-general to

17, takes issue with the statements we have made con

Archbishop Jenstein.

cerning St. John of Pomuk, one of Bohemia's patron

ment, to which the Hlus takes exception.

saints.

I n so many words it accuses us of iconoclastic

tendencies and claims that notwithstanding conflicts in

This, in substance, was our state

Now, what are the facts?

Professor V. V. Tomek,

the greatest living Bohemian historian, states in the Bo

dates, and the plain language of history, John of Pomuk

hemian Enc>clopedia that there is no authentic record of

is all right. And, anxious that the editor of the BOHEMIAX

John Pomuk, the confessor, while we have accurate data of

VOICE should share the same opinion, that his mind

John Pomuk, the vicar-general, who was drowned for dis

should be purged of all doubts and scruples in the matter,

obeying King Venceslas.

the writer of the article forwarded to us a clever almanac

work already alluded to, Tomek says:

"Mec" for 1893, (price 50 kreutzers) and containing a bio

syn Welfluv, Johanek, d' ktor pr&v, (pfedni pisar gene-

graphy of the alleged saint. The solicitude of our esteemed

ralnich vikitru, 1389 —1393 ut open 20. b rezna.

colleague for the peace and harmony of our mind is truly

Vaclav

Otepka

1392.

I n his Dejepis m esta Prahy, a

Celedin

"J an z Pomuka,
Slulia jetio:

(familiaris) Dominik z

affecting; and, while we appreciate his good will i n the

Budejovic).

premises, while we have nothing but words of praise for

son, Doctor of Laws, principal scribe of the vicar-general

In English:

John of Pomuk, John, Welfl's

the typographical part of the almanac, yet, as an histori

1389-1393, d rowned March 20.

cal document it is worthless-

1392.

In disputed questions like

this we always prefer the statements of impartial histor

His servant Vaclav Otepka

His menial, Dominik of Budejovic.

In

the Deje

krdlovstvi Ueskeho. ( History of the Kingdom of Bohemia),

ians, to fanciful inventions of old transcribers and super

pp. 171-172, by the same author, there is a detailed account

annuated chroniclers—which the almanac cites so copi

of the death of John of Pomuk. the vicar-general,—the

ously.

date and even the hour of his drowning--but, singularly,

Nowhere in the biography of John of Pomuk do

we see any reference to the researches of V. V. Tomek

not a word anywhere that the man underwent death be

an historian par excellence, and one who is conceded to be

cause of his refusal to divulge the secret of confession.

the very best authority on the subject.

Tomek's Dejepis

Moreover, Archbishop Jenstein, who lodged a complaint

mesta Prahy (History of the city of Prague) is an exhaus

in Rome against Venceslas, and who, being both a con

tive work, which tells the story of every man of impor

temporary and eye-witness, knew all, nowhere mentions

tance that ever lived in Prague, which describes every

John of Pomuk as confessor.

house, church and stone-pile down to the remotest times.

to

Instead of consulting this book, b oth the almanac writer

the annual pilgrimage to St. Pomuk's statue in Prague

our

satisfaction this

Again, who can explain

burning

question:

Why does

and the editor of the Hlas., have had recourse to superan

take place on May 16—on the day when Hajek's mythi

nuated chroniclers like Paul £idek—the unfaithful Zidek

cal patron was drowned—and not on March 20, the correct

as he is called—who, for instance, in his Sprdvovna pic

day of drowning of the vicar-general?

tures Venceslas IV. as a "monster" and Charles IV- as

The almanac writer uses the well-known miracle about

" an ideal o f perfection;" they cite Pulkava, who swallowed

St. Pomuk's tongue as his most formidable argument.

most of the stories of Kosmas and who believed, that

For the enlightment of those who might be ignorant of it,

"nazv£na

jest zeme cesk& l atine Bohemia od jmfma Bob.

we shall say, that when St. Pomuk's tomb was opened on

A tak tim vysledkem od jmena boziho Bohemi neb Oecho-

April 15, 1719, h is tongue was found to be unimpaired "by

v£ jsu receni,'' etc.

We repeat, in matters pertaining to

the tooth of three centuries."

This, according to the

Prague, Tomek is the best authority, even better than

learned doctors who were present at the opening of the

Palacky; and he who purposely evades his work,

must

tomb, was an undisputable evidence of the cause of mar

"A mythical patron

ions of others, we for ourselves do not believe in the vio

saint" that provoked the ire of these gentlemen in St.

lation or suspension of the order of nature—and as this

Louis? Simply this, that John of Pomuk, vicar-general to

miracle would seem to be one of them—we are compelled

Archbishop John of Jenstein, was drowned on March 20,

to, disregard it as an argument.

have a troubled conscienceWhat did we say in our article

tyrdom of John Pomuk.

1393, b y order of King Venceslas IV. for confirming to
office a certain individual, contrary to the express wishes

To sum up.

With due respects for the opin

When we stated in our article of May,

that "John of Pomuk was an historical nonentity and a

of that king; that, in time the story of Pomuk's death as

myth" we did not wish to be understood

sumed a legendary form and that, H&jek of Libocan, (the

no John of Pomuk ever lived.

greatest defiler known to Bohemian history), unable to

intelligent reader of

reconcile Jenstein's account of Pomuk's death with that

fact, to wit:

of

as saying that

We believe, what every

Bohemian history knows to be a

popular tradition, invented another John of Pomuk.

1.

There lived but one John of Pomuk, the vicar-general.

This second Pomuk, a supposed confessor of queen Jo

2.

T hat this man

was drowned on March 20, 1393, fo r

hanna, H&jek allowed to be drowned on May 16, 1383, be 

disobeying King Venceslas IV. and not for refusing to di

cause he refused to divulge what the queen had confessed

vulge the secret of confession.

to him.

And, when finally the church consented to cano

3.

T hat story tellers, like H&jek, invented another

nize John of Pomuk, misfortune would have it that it

John of Pomuk, a supposed confessor of

selected the one invented by H£jek—i. e. a personage who

the date of whose drowning they set on May 16, 1383.

Queen Johanna,
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That by mistake, this mythical John of Pomuk, who

I t may surprise careful readers that a beggar like Mr.

existed only in the imagination of Hajek et a l., was canon

Yojtisek dared to address a policeman in such a familiar

ized as Bohemia's patron saint.

way and that the latter did not thou him as he would

The error, which has been committed, is self-evident.
A man had been canonized who had never lived.

This is

well known in Bohemia and even in Rome—for why was

have surely done, in speaking to some countryman or
other inferior individual.

Moreover, the police ren of

those days held a more exalted station then they do now,

there no 500th anniversary of the martyrdom of John of

when the public knows them only by numbers.

Pomnk, either in 1883 or in 1893?

was Mr. NovAk, Mr. Simr, Mr. Kedlicky and Mr. Weisse

We are no iconoclasts,

Then it

image-breakers or secret enemies of any church or sect, as

who preserved peace and order in our street.

the silly want-wit of

who hailed from Slabec, loved to loiter in front of the

the Hlas believes.

We are only

grocer's

searchers of t ruth.
After this article had been written and just before go
ing to press, we have received Dr. Herben's book, ''Jan
Nepomv.cky, spor dejin ceskych s cirkvi fimskou-^

(John of

Nepomuk, or, the conflict of Bohemian history with the
Roman Church).

The book presents, in a dispassionate

way, our side of the argument.

Those who desire to per

use it, may obtain it by writing to Dr. John Herben,
Prague.

Price, 50 kr.

on account of

Mr. NovAk

the slivovice which they

kept

there; the fat Mr. t-fimr was from Sluknov; Mr. Ked
licky from Vysehrad, (with a scowling look, but goodhearted); and fi nally Mr. Weisse of RozmitAl, a long portly
man with uncommonly yellow teeth. All the people knew
where these worthies came from, how long they had
served in the army, and how many children they each had.
We little ones living in the neighborhood were very famil
iar with them; they knew every one, men and women, and
they could always tell mothers whither their children had
wandered off.

1bow S b e IRutneb a IBeaQar.*

When Mr. Weisse died in 1844, in conse

quence of a fire in the Renthouse, the entire Spur street
Mr. Vojtisek was a beggar. What his vocation was be
fore

I

do

not

know.

Judging from the fact that

everybody knew him at Littleside, he must have been
quite long in the business, and as his health was good it
seemed that he would beg for many a year to come. A s to
his age, that too, I could guess

One day I saw him hob

ble across St. John's Hill to Spur Street and there ap

attended his funeral.
Of course Mr. Yojtisek was no ordinary beggar.

Mod

est and poor in appearance, yet he was clean, especially
at the beginning of the week. The neckerchief had a tidy
knot and the patches upon the coat were not variegated,
of the appearance of a piece of nailed tin.

One week

sufficed him to make a round of Littleside.

He was ad

proach policeman Simr, who was leaning against a railing

mitted everywhere and the housewives upon hearing his

and basking himself in the sun.

soft voice c ame out to give him a half-penny—quite a re

Mr. &imr was that fa t

policeman—so fat that his gray frock-coat threatened to

spectable coin in those days.

burst every minute; his head looked from behind, like a

to noon and then went to the noon service at St. Nicolas.

stack of

He never begged at the church door nor did he deign to

sausages, with grease oozing from them.

A

He begged from morning

shining helmet tilted on his big head at every movement

notice the women beggars who squatted upon the church

and when he started to run after some fellow, who, in

steps.

violation of law, had crossed the street with alighted pipe

always knew of a place where they had a full pot of leav

in his mouth, Mr. Simr had to take off the helmet and
carry it in his hand.

On occasions like these we children

The service over he would go to his dinner, for he

ings for him.
Mr. Herzl, the innkeeper in our house, alone, never gave

always commenced laughing and hopping on one leg; but

him a half-penny.

our glee was over the moment he looked at us.

but withal good-hearted.

Simr was a German, hailing somewhere from S.

Mr.
And I

am sure, that if he is alive—which God may grant—he
speaks as wretched a Bohemian as he used to formerly.
"And what would you," he was wont to say, "what I
know I learned in one year."
That time Mr. Vojtisek put his blue cap under the left
arm, dived deep with his right in the tails of his long gray
coat and said to the yawning policeman, "God help you."
Mr. §imr saluted.

Mr. Herzl was somewhat close-fisted
Instead of money he would give

him some snuff from his own snuff-box.

During such

operation—it occuredinvariably on Saturday— they would
say to each other:
"Ah, Mr. Vojtisek, the times are hard."
"They are, and they will not be better, before the cas
tle lion does not take his place on the Vysehrad swing."
*

*
*

Having fished o ut a modest snuff-box

I t was a beautiful June day. Mr. Yojtisek came out of

made from birch bark, Mr. Yojtisek removed a sliding

the St. Nicolas church, and covering his head with a cap,

lid therefrom and offered it to Mr. Simr.

as a protection against the heat of the sun, he walked

man took a pinch and said:

That gentle

"You must be pretty old al

ready, arn't you?"
"Eh," grinned Mr. Yojtisek, "it must be nigh eighty

slowly over the present Stephen Square-

He stopped be

fore the Trinity Statue and sat down upon a step.

The

water fountain splashed merrily behind his back, the sun

years, that my father, for his amusement, sent me out in

shone warmly, it was so pleasant!

the world."

eaten at people's who dined after twelve o'clock.

translated from the "Littleside Stories" of John Neruda ("Littleside" or
Mala Strana is a suburb of Prague). Povfdky Malostranski od J ana Nerudy,
Praha, 1885.

beggars, whose place was at the door of St. Nicholas

He had evidently

He had hardly taken his seat when one of the women-
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Church,arose and walked in the same direction. This creat

would sooner take poison."

ure was known as the "million hag," because, while other

Then he left without saying

you

another word.
The old hag again pulled the head-covering deep over

"thousand times," she was wont to promise "millions and

her eyes and remained motionless. Perhaps she had fallen

millions."

asleep.

beggars

assured

you

that

God

would

repay

And Mrs. Hermann, the official's wife, who

-x-

was never known to miss an auction sale, gave alms to
her alone.

The "million woman" walked or limped as

circumstances required.

Just now she walked

erect

toward Mr. Vojtisek at the statue. Her gown of coarse cloth
beat noiselessly against the withered limbs and the blue

*

In a short time strange stories gained currency at
Littleside.

People discussed them eagerly and every now

and then you could hear the name of Mr. Vojtisek.
Soon I knew it all.

Mr. Vojtisek, the stories ran, was

kerchief, which was pulled deep over her eyes, moved

not a poor man.

up and down at every step.

other side of the river, two houses.

repugnant to me.

Her face was exceedingly

I t was full of f urrows, resembling thin

noodles and centering in her mouth and nose that was
beaked.

Her eyes were green and yellow like cats.'

Approaching Mr. Vojtisek she

said,

Mr. Vojtisek was said to have, on the
I t was even doubted

that he lived below the castle, at Bruska.
He had betrayed the good people at Littleside—he had
imposed upon them for years.

puckering

her

mouth: "Praised be Jesus Christ."

People got indignant.

Men swore, feeling that they

have been duped and insulted.

Mr. Vojtisek nodded in assent.

"The scoundrel," said one.

The "million hag" took a seat at the other end of the

"I t is as clear as day," said another, "for did an} body

step and sneezed. "Pie," she remarked, " I hate sun shine,

see him begging on Sunday?

it makes me sneeze."

home, in his palaces, whetting his appetite on roasts."

Mr. Vojtisek remained silent.

Undoubtedly he sat at

Women hesitated somewhat.

The woman pulled up her head-covering and her entire

They thought of the

honest face of Mr. Vojtisek.

Her eyes blinked like cats' in the

However, t hey too, gave him up when a new rumor be

sun, alternately closing and then again shining like a car

gun to gain circulation, that Mr. Vojtisek had two flashy

buncle.

daughters.

face became visible.

There was a constant twitching around the

One was said to be in love with a lieutenant,

mouth, and that open, a solitary front tooth, all black,

and the other wa3 about to enter the stage.

could be seen.

that they were never seen without gloves and that they

"Mr. Vojtisek," she begun anew.

"Mr. Vojtisek, oh,

if you only would."

I t was said

occasionally rode to Stromovka, the resort of fashionable
people.

Mr. Vojtisek was quiet.

He only turned towards her

That changed the women.
In forty-eight hours everything turned against Mr. Voj

and cast a scrutinizing glance at her mouth.
" I always say, if but Mr. Vojtisek would, he could tell

tisek. Everywhere they closed doors against him, "because
times were too hard."

us where to find good people."

In houses, where in former days

Mr. Vojtisek remained silent as before.

he used to get dinner, he was told " that nothing was

"Why do you look a t me so?" interrogated the old hag

left,'

"That tooth!

"Ah, the tooth," sighed she and then added:

"You

know, I suppose, that the loss of each tooth means the
are now dead -all.

All those

to-day was boiled
Street boys

would follow him, wherever he went, crying "Mr. land

I.admire that solitary tooth!"

loss of one good friend.

or, "we are poor, all we had

peas and that's not good enough for you."

after awhile, "what do you see on me?"

who cared for me

Only one remains—but I know not

lord! Mr- landlord!"
Saturday afternoon I was around the house and saw
Mr.

Vojtisek

coming.

As

usually, Mr. Herzl, who

wore a white apron, stood leaning against a stone door

where—that one might be—that only friend whom God

way in the middle of the house.

seems to have put in the pathway of my life.

countable fear I ran in the house and hid behind a stout

Oh, how

door.

lonely I am."
Mr. Vojtisek gazed

before him without uttering a

Impelled by some unac

Erom my place of hiding I could clearly see Mr.

Vojtisek coming.
I could see that the hand in which he carried the cap

word.
A sort of a smile stole across the face of the old hag—
a smile sickening to behold. Her whole faue was hideously

trembled visibly.
gone.

age, disarranged.

contorted.

The customary smile from his face was

The head was bent forward, the hair, yellow with
"Praised be Lord Jesus Christ," said

"Mr. Vojtisek."

he, raising up his head.

"Mr. Vojtisek, we two, you and I , could yet be happy.
Of late I dreamt of you often and I believe it is God's will.

and weak.
" I am glad you are coming," begun Herzl.

You live alone, Mr. Vojtisek, and you have nobody to care

tisek, lend me twenty thousand florins.

for you.

you

You are liked by everybody and you have scores

of good friends.

Suppose I moved to your place—I have

one or two feather beds—"
Mr. Vojtisek arose slowly; and stretching his body and
adjusting tne leather peak of his cap, he muttered:

"I

will

security.

lose

His face was pale, the eyes dull
"Mr. Voj

Don't be afraid

them, I promise to give

you

a

good

I have a chance to buy a house next to the

'Swan'—"
He left the sentence unfinished.
Tears gushed from Mr. Vojtisek's eyes in profusion.
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'"I tried—I tried," lie said between sobs, "all my life
to be honest."
After these words he staggered across the street, fall
ing down at a point where the street turned down to the
castle.

Resting his head on his knees he began to sob

aloud.
I ran up to my parents' rooms, trembling with agita
tion.
street.

Mother stood at the window and looked into the
"What did Mr. Herzl say to him?"

I gazed through the window at Mr. Vojtisek who was
weeping.

Mother was just then preparing the afternoon

coffee, and she too, stepped to the window every now and
Without

the loss of a moment she cut a slice of bread and placing
it on a cup of coffee, she ran out.

From the threshold

she beckoned and called, but Mr. Vojtisek did not seem
to see or hear.
cup and bread.

She walked towards him offering him the
Mr. Vojtisek looked at her silently.

"Lord thank you," he whispered, "but just now I could
not swallow a morsel."
*

*
*

From this time on nobody ever saw Mr. Vojtisek beg
ging at Littleside.

/HMscellaneous.
M. de Giers, the great Russian diplomatist and Foreign Minister, is
now a bent old man, his pale, thin face surrounded by a beard of
snowy whiteness. When he walks he leans heavily on his secretary's
arm and steps with the greatest care.

The Musical Courier's Vienna correspondent is authority for the state
ment that Hans Richter, the Vienna conductor, has not only declined
the Boston offer of $12,000 a year to take Mr. Nikisch's place, but has
decided not to come to Chicago this summer. He was to have led some
concerts at the World's Fair, but finds his duties at the Vienna Opera
House will not permit the necessary absence. It is understood Herr
Richter cannot leave Vienna until 1897 without losing the pension to
which he will then be entitled.
* * *

then, and looked out and shook her head.
Suddenly she saw Mr. Vojtisek rising slowly.
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Neither could he beg beyond the

river, b ecause there he was a stranger both to the people
and the policemen.
He selected a nook on Cross Place
beneath the little Clement arcade, just opposite the mili
tary guard-house, which used to stand at the approaches
to the bridge.
There I saw him every Thursday after
noon when the school was out and when we boys started
011 our customary tour of inspection of books displayed in
shop windows of the Old Town. With a cap before him,
serving as a receptacle for alms, he was wont to sit here,
his head reposing 011 th e breast and the hands holding the
beads. He seemed to notice no one. The bald-head, the
cheeks and hands had lost their former gloss and redness,
the yellow skin had shrivelled into furrows. And shall
I tell it?—I was afraid to come near him and always
sneaked in behind a door-post, in order to throw into
his cap my quarterly savings, a grosclien, after which I
hastily run away.
Once I remember meeting him on the bridge. A police
man led him to Littleside. Since that time I never saw
him again.
*

It was on a chilly morning in February. The windows
were covered with thick flowers of frost, to which the re
flection of fire, in a stove, standing opposite, lent a deep
orange hue.
Outside the wheels of a cart and the bark
ing of dogs could be heard.
"Go and fetch me two pints of milk," ordered my
mother, "but wrap up your neck."
At the door I saw a milk-woman standing in her cart
and behind it, I recognized in the twilight, policeman
Kedlicky.
A piece of tallow candle fastened in a square
glass lantern, lighted the surroundings.
"What, Mr. Vojtisek?"
I heard the milk-woman say
as she ceased stirring the milk with a ladle.
This pro
ducing of artificial cream by means of a ladle had been
strictly forbidden, but Mr. Kedlicky was a good-natured
man as I have said before.
"Yes," he replied, "we found him at midnight near the
artillery barracksHe was frozen stiff and we sent him
to the morgue of the Carmelites.
All he had 011 were
coat and pants, all i n tatters, and not even a shirt."

Emperor Francis Joseph has invited King Humbert to attend the
autumn maneuvers of the Austro-Hungarian army. The invitation
was not sent, however, until after he had been assured that Emperor
William would be present. Contradictory reports are circulated as to
the plans of the czarowitz. One day it is annouced that he will meet
the sovereigns of the triple alliance in Budapest, the next that Em
peror Francis Joseph's invitation will be declined by the czar. The
fact is that the czar has not decided what course to pursue.
* * *

A Chicago paper thus describes the Bohemian glass industry in the
Austrian department: "The Austrian industrial arts best known in
America are those of glass and porcelain. Glassmaking has been suc
cessfully carried on by the artisans of different sections of Austria for
nearly seven hundred years. The Bohemians have always excelled
both in design and in the art of coloring glass. The showing of glass
by this country is comprised of an endless variety, both of shape and
embellishment. Engraved glass is among the novelties re-introduced
by these clever craftsmen. The simple white glass is a great relief,
coming as it has after the general use of glass ornately decorated and
too often highly colored. The engraving is traced on the outer surface
and cut from the back of the glass. The cutting is exquisite. The incis
ions are so deeply made that the effect from the front surface is that of
a beautiful modeled object. There are loving-cups, and plaques which
are decorated by hand with the Austrian coat-of-arins and other de
vices; goblets and tankards enameled with bunches of flowers; opal
escent and opaque examples, with projecting knobs bent around the
body of the object. There is every conceivable gradation of toning.
The, Bohemian glass is a color study. The sea greens, violets, bluish
greens, ambers, canary yellows, emerald greens, rose, ruby, coppers
dark and light, cobalt blues, combined with gilt and enamels, are end
less in variety and shape. The Venetian notion of coloring has been
largely introduced. Several specimens are quite as lovely as anything
given us by Salriate. The Bohemians are successful in making from
glass wonderful imitations of precious stones; in fact, it is most diffi
cult to tell the real jewel from the fraudulent. The cases containing
spurious gems furnish novel and interesting amusement."

Contract Labor Inspector Apollinaris Karwowski; who has just left
the government service on Ellis Island, is a man with a remarkable
history, as related by the New York Sun. On Ellis Island he was cred
ited with being the most efficient inspector, having caught 85 per cent,
of all the contract laborers sent back to Europe. Karwowski lived at
Siupno, Poland, with his father and brother. He was a student at the
university of Warsaw, 20 years old. in 1802, w hen he and a companion
named Stanislaus Konarzeski, 21 years old, were selected by the secret
government of Poland to remove General Berg, the Russian governor
of Warsaw. General Berg was a great tyrant. He had sent many of
them to Siberia, had put hundreds in prison and caused a number to
be shot 011 slight pretexts. In December, 1801, he ordered his guards
to fire upon a body of Poles collected in the street. Five men were
killed. Poland was then on the eve of revolution and the death of
General Berg was decided upon by the secret organization. The two
young patriots took rifles and secretly made their way to the roof of
the palace of Count Zanojski and waited until the governor passed
along the street in his carriage. Both then fired at the governor and
missed. They fired the second and third time. The governor escaped
but one of the Cossacks of his bodyguard-was wounded and a horse
was killed. The young men then tried to make their escape, as the
soldiers were surrounding the palace. Konarzeski was captured, but
Karwowski ran through the garden, found a horse waiting for him and
succeeded in getting over the Austrian frontier and went to Cracow.
Konarzeski told the name of his companion and was hanged three
weeks afterward. Karwowski's father was arrested and imprisoned in
the fortress, where he was tortued to induce him to tell the where
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abouts of bis son. He became insane and died eleven months after
wards. He was very wealthy, owning' 3,000 acres of land and a number
of shops.
The Russian government seized the property, allowed a
part to Karwowski's brother and gave his share to General Tuchla. A
year after the attempted assassination the Polish revolution broke
out. Karwowski left Cracow and joined the Poles at the head of 30C
horsemen. After eighteen months' service the rebellion was sup
pressed. Karwowski again escaped and went to Prance. In 1806 A lex
ander II., emperor of Russia, visited Nice. He stopped at the English
hotel, which was guarded by the police with instructions to allow no
Pole to enter. Karwowski wished to see the emperor in person to get
hack his property and return to Poland. He was turned away by the
police, but scaled the back fence and got into audience chamber by the
back door. When he stood before Alexander and mentioned the name
of Karwowski the emperor jumped back. The room was filled
with
guards. Karwowski made his appeal and the emperor told him he
could go back to Poland, but must give himself up to a court-martial.
Karwowski didn't want a court-martial, which meant Siberia, and went
to Rome, where he entered the Pope's army. He remained there until
18~0, when he went to France and entered the regiment of General
Charette. He fought through the Franco-Prussian war and then came
to New York. He went to New Orleans and from therein 1873 he started
off with thirty-six soldiers, eighteen of whom were Americans, to fight
for Cuban independence. The vessel was pursued by a Spanish war
ship and captured. The men were taken to Cuba and tried and con
demned to be shot. The American counsul succeeded in having sixteen
of them liberated, among the lucky ones being Karwowski. After
that he came to America.

Correspondence.
MADISON, WIS., May 15th,

.1893.

Editor BOHEMIAN VOICE—Dear Sir: From time to time newspaper
articles are published, characterizing us as "criminals, anarchists etc.,"
and dragging our misjudged nation to the very lowest grade of human
ity and morality. Duty and justice demands a few words in explana
tion, to somewhat better guide the judgment of the American reader.
We do not hesitate to say that as far as we are concerned such reports
are false, if not entirely, in every particular, at least such passages as
form the pith of every report. It will be preceived in the course of an
attentive perusal of these letters, that they uniformly portray us as an
'•undesirable element." The impression likely to be left from the
whole On the mind of the reader is one eminently-unfavorable to the
Bohemian character.
The number of people who can really form any judgment as to the
comparative merits of Bohemia and Bohemian people might be count
ed on one's fingers. On the other hand, the number of people who make
the most confident assertions about us, and who fancy they are espec
ially qualified to speak,is almost unascertainable. Of all European coun
tries Bohemia is probably the one about which the most utter ignor
ance prevails as to its history, statistics and institutions, and I cannot
see the virtue of forming and promulgating opinions concerning a peo
ple we know nothing about. It is not sensible, nor does it appear to be
just to misjudge and abuse people who are rather out of luck. What,
then, appears at the bottom of this weakness? It may be summed up
in a few words. As a rule, these people have no conviction worthy the
name, their likes and dislikes, their sympat hies and antipathies as tipplied to our nation, are for the most part mere fancies, which do not
deserve the compliment of serious discussion.
If we could analyze the character of an individual and say precisely
what is owing to the circumstances under which he has been placed,
and what is owing to the qualities which he inherited, I fully believe
that hereditary influence would turn out to be the most important.
The same principle can be exemplified on a larger scale in nations.
If we could analyze human character as we can a drop of water,
and say that it was made up of certain qualities in certain proportions,
if we could say that the formula for an American was three atoms of
courage, threeatoms of flue intellect, and two of imagination, while for
Bohemian we must substitute other known numbers, just as we can
tell how much of this or that should go to make the different grades or
quality of certain articles, the problem would be easy. But no one,
not even the profoundest chemist can really discover the chemical com
position of human character; and the most that one can do, is to make
very rough and unjust guesses at the nature of a few obvious instances
and peculiarities.
The Irish, who have scarcely produced a single second rate poet, or
stranger yet, a second rate humorist.are frequently contrasted with us
.to our disadvantage.
It is almost safe to say that when one ven tures to express any opinion
about national characteristics, he may be as often wrong as right, for
he generally makes an unjust inference from a particular or singular
case the ground of a sweeping assertion, which is only too often
the very reverse of truth. Unfortunately, such a collection of loose
and incomplete statements forms the cause of our national prejudice,

Such aground work of guesses are worth little or nothing, and natio
nal antipathies founded upon them are equally foolish andjnjurious.
Perhaps our institutions are not absolutely perfect, yet we do pos
sess good traits and qualities, of which these reports have failed utterly
to take account. One'may hate a person individually in private for
some reason, or may hate some one who is diametrically opposed to
him in politics or religion, and though it may be unchristian it appears
to be logical; but to hate a whole nation without no cause at all is con
trary to reason. It is time for us to endeavor todo justice to every one,
and to abandon the attempt to find exclusive merit in any one of the
divisions of European races.
It is absurd to abuse six or seven millions of people, and to mix
them with the offscourings of Europe, when they are in the main good
tempered, industrious,law-abiding and innocent of the charges imputed
to them.
CHAS. H. SLAMA.
May 11th, 1893.
Editor BOHEMIAN VOICE, Omaha, Neb.—My dear Sir: Let me
thank you for the copy of the BOHEMIAN VOICE which you were so
kind as to send me, and to correct certain corrections of a marked
article which mentions my pamphlet on Comenius.
Fiist of all, in
reference to the statement touching the date of the publication of the
Great Didactic. By re-reading my pamphlet, you will note that I did
not say that it was first published in the Slavonic language in 1849. T
simply said it was published at that time, which your criticism admits.
It may have been published many times for what I know, before that
date. But that it was published on that date I have no other than
Professor Laurie of the University of Edinburgh for my authority;
and as he made a rather careful study of the original records, I accept
his statement. In the second correction, which touches my reference
to the Janua, you will note that I say that so far as I knew there was
no other copy of this edition in the United States. In your criticism
you say that you are sure there must be a copy in the Moravian Libra
ry at Bethlehem. I am in receipt of a letter from the librarian which
informs me that no copy of this edition of the Janua is in the Moravian
Library at Bethlehem. In reference to your criticism, or rather your
expression of surprise at my failure to mention the relation which
Comenius bore to Harvard University, let me say that I made a care
ful research among the records and documents of Harvard College
and that I failed to find any corroboration of Cotton Mather's state
ment. Unable to find what I believed tobe satisfactory historical
proof, I thought it best to pass by in silence that which I could not
historically substantiate. And as to your last correction,concerning my
statement of tne generality of the observance of the 300th birthday of
Comenius, your criticism strikes me as being the'merest quibbling.
While I am aware that I said that "the memory of Comenius was hon
ored the world over by educators, Moravians and Bohemians," I was
aware at the time that I penned those lines of the rediculous edict of
the Austrian Minister of Education. Before me too was a telegraphic
account of the riots that took place in connection therewith in the
city of Prague. But I also had before me lengthy accounts of hun
dreds of celebrations in Germany, France, Switzerland, Italy, Great
Britain, Holland, Belgium, Sweden, Norway, Algeria and many sec
tions of the United States; and it seemed to me no overstatement to
say that his memory was honored the world over, even though it did
not include a little patch of selfish, despotic territory called Austria.
I have made these corrections in no spirit of criticism, but because
I believed that your corrections needed to be corrected. By this mail
I send you a photograph of Comenius, taken from the title page of the
Great Didactic of a very old edition. You may be interested in it. To
me it is intensely interesting as showing literally many of the
social and industrial ideals and aims of the great Moravian reformer.
This book is the property of the Bureau of Education, but through the
kindness of Dr. Harris I have had the use of this rare old tome in
making my study of the Great Didactic.
You may be interested to know that Professor Hanus, of Harvard
University, is at work on an English translation of the Great Didactic,
and that this great philosophical work will soon be accessible to Amer
ican readers. I am also in receipt of a letter from Professor Otto Saloman of Naas, Sweden, telling me that he is also at work on a transla
tion of this great educational classic for the teachers of his country.
I am always glad to see a copy of the BOHENIAN VOICE, for I am
interested in the people for whom the great Comenius spent the best of
his life. T am, very truly yours,
"WILL S. MONROE.

Xiteuature.
The "Story of Poland" by W. R. Morfill, New York, G. P. Putnam's
Sons, is another fine volume in the "Story of the Nation's Series" by
the author of the volume upon Russia. The fascination of Polish hist
ory to a lover of liberty is very great and this work makes clear the
steps in its sufferings and down-fall. Illustrations and maps equip the
book thoroughly.
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BENEDICT ROEZL.

The celebrated Bohemian botanist and gard
ener who for twenty-four years gathered rare
and

unknown

plants in North and .Central

America and shipped them to various European
gardens.

Scores of plants were named by him.

THE SITUATION IN BOHEMIA.

If Bohemia does not soon have home rule it
will not be because the sentiment of the in
habitants is not in favor of that issue. For
many years there has been an intense hatred
existing between the Czechs and Germans of
that country, the later representing the con
quering and the former the conquered people.
The practical independence of Hungary has
always been galling to the high-strung and in
tellectual C zechs, who have never enjoyed that
freedom under the rule of Austria. They are
willing to acknowledge Franz Joseph as. king
of Bohemia, but wish freedom to govern them
selves and to be rid of a thousand petty annoy
ances and restrictions to which Austrian
tyranny now subjects them.
The Austrians, however, find federal allies
in the Hungarians which they would not in the
Bohemians. The Hungarians share the hatred
of the imperial race for the common enemy,
Russia. From their racial nature the Bohem
ians are naturally friendly toward the Czar's
people. To give this restive and warlike people
self-government would, the Austrians think, set
them on the high-way to actual independence or,
worse, t o an alliance with Russia. From year
to year the Bohemians and the federal head of
the empire have become more and more estrang
ed while between the Germans and Czechs in
Bohemia the hatred is very bitter. There have
been several encounters between these elements
in the diet and elsewhere and things cannot go
much further in this direction without the im
perial party resorting to force. This is simply
a straw which.shows whither the wind of Aus
tria's destiny is blowing. — Omaha WorldHerald-

THE IMP ROVE D EURE KA HAND CYLINDER PRESS.
A strong rapid worker,
which lays out any
thing ever before put
011 the market ill the
shape of a hand print
ing press.

"HOTEL PILSEN"
180-183 E. Washington St.

Nicely Furnished Rooms and First-Class Table
Board. This hotel is newly refitted wit it
all Modern Improvements, and is
situated in the heart of City.
J. J. VOITA

It is the easiest to operate.
It occupies least floor space.
It can be operated from either
side
It is the fastest hand cylinder
press made.
it is the lightest, although
builtof iron and steel.
It is the safest to operate and
makes less noise.
It does excellent newspaper
and flat job work.
It is guaranteed to he as re
presented.
Correspondence solicited and
samples of print sent on ap
plication.

Eureka Press Company.
New Prague,

Minn.

CHICAGO

2d Door West of 5th Avenue.

PROPRIETORS

JACOB S T A I N E R

NOVAK & STEISKAL,

Mortgage Bankers, R eal Estate and Loans,
Insurance and Passage Agents. Mortgages for Sale.
Notaries Public.
Collections of all kinds and
remittances to all parts of the World
promptly attended to at lowest
Current Rates.

Office, 675 Loomis Street.

CHICAGO.

Near Blue Island Avenue and W. 18th St.

VINCENT DLOUHY,
Manufacturer of

SASH, D OORS, B LINDS and MOULDINGS
607, 690 and 701 Uafiiii St., Chicago.
Branch Office: Paulina, bet 47th and 48th St.
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CHICACO ADVERTISEMENTS.

THE PILSEN LUMBER CO.
WHOLESALE LUMBER.
Office and Docks, Cor. Laflin and 22d St.

Write for Estimates.

CHICAGO

BOHEMIAN BREWING CO,
O F CH I C A G O .

The Largest Bohemian Brewery in America.

"GENUINE B OHEMIAN L AGER,"
"PRAGUER," " GRANAT"
W I N E G R O W E R S Address all orders to
AND PLLSEN.
F. KORBEL & BROS.

BOHEMIAN BREWING CO.,

Eastern Depot: 40 La Salle Street, Chicago, Illinois.
Only Pure Wines of our own Vintage offered.

I

-

CHICAGO, ILL.

Dealer in

FINE SHOE HETAILEHS,
760 Halsted Street, CHICAGO.

KRESL <& M ALLUE,
Manufacturers of

Imported and Domestic Wines and Liquors
582 Center Ave.

J O H N

CHICAGO, ILL,

JOHN PECHH,

Attorney and Counsellor at L aw.
99 Seventh St., New York City.

WESTERN TOWER CLOCK MFR.
J. BARBOBKA, Prop,

Also the Largest Line of Watches, Clocks,
Jewelry, Silverware and Musical
Instruments in the City.
ManufacturesTower Clocks of Every Description,

IOWA CITY, IOWA.

Xj- J .

A RT

MANUFACTURER OF

FINE H AVANA D IGARS

SI7VYHN,

A N D CIGAR CLIPPINGS.
Nos. 241 and 243 South 2nd Street,

G LASS

11 and 13 S. Canal St.

CHICAGO.

Designs Sent on Application.

And all Cigar Maker's Supplies.

F. J . N EKARDA,

CHICAGO.

Cut, Ground and Beveled Glass.

CIGAR MOLDS, PRESSES,

All Sorts of Buttons Manufactured.
Pearl Buttons a Specialty.

_____

Established 1873.

DON AX& KARA.

379 Fulton Street,

684 to 706 Blue Island Ave.,

IVL SIKYTA.

ESTABLISHED 1B86.

F your foot is hard to fit, or if you don't get satis
factory wear out of shoes you now wear ; then
send us an imprint of your foot with size and
style you want, together with the amount you want to
pay and we will send you the best shoe you can get
f o r t h e m o n e y i n t h e c o u nt r y . A T RI A L SO L I C I T E D

OMAHA, NEB.
FRANK J. KASPAR, Pres.

BREWERS OF THE HEALTHIEST
BEERS IN THE MARKET.

* BRANDS *

Of Sonoma County, Cal.

WESTERN BUTTON MANUFACTURING CO.

CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA.

LOUIS

-

CANTON,

VITiK,

-

OHIO.

SOLE AGENT IN U. S. FOR

Y . P. CE R V E N Y S t S O N S .

Established 1885.

Musical Instruments.

J. WADES,

SEND FOB CATALOGUE.

Notary Public.

GALVANIZED I RON CORNICES

If you want to Save Money,
buy all your

Insurance and P assage A gent,

Zinc Ornaments a Speciality.
Tin and Slate Roofing.

Jewelry a nd Watches,

328 West 18th Street,

CHICACO,

-

ILLS.

TAUSSIG & W EDELES,

No. 238 and 240 Randolph St

-

ILLS.

B o h e m i a n Im p o r t i n g C o.
117-119 Adams Street, CHICAGO.
—Wholesale Importers of—

B O H E M I A N A ND R U S S I A N D R Y A N D F A N C Y
GOODS ENGLISH BEAVER SHAWLS
AND SMOKERS' ARTICLES.
V. VV. HELDT.

LANGER.

W . J. WI S A ST S O N ,

Established 1869.

381

FRANK KASPAR,
HOUSE,

B. F. I'ORGES.

European Office: Roudnic, Eohemia.

CHICAGO.

JOSEPH

MANUFACTURER of FINE CONFECTIONERY,
Marcipan Toys, Pure Ginger Bread,
and Carlsbad "Wafers.

774 and 776 W. 1 2th St., Boulevard,

CHICAGO.

Send for Price List.

Elegant New C ustom T ailor P arlors
were opened by

jos. ktxzljIcieik :,
At 582 W. 18th St.
Special

CHICACO.

Attention Given to Uniforms. Clothing
Cleaned, Dyed and Repaired Promptly
at Moderate Prices.

18th St., Chicago, Ills.
Write for Catalogue.

TEINEE,

KAVAN,

REAL ESTATE,
1530 South 13tli Street,

OMAHA. NEB.

Sole Agent for sale of L ots in several of the best
Additions to the City and South Omaha.
Property in all parts of t he City
For Sale or Trade.

Wholesale Dealer in

MICHIGAN AND CALIFORNIA WINES,

J. W. ZERZAN,

Fine Brandies and Kentucky Whiskies.

Manufacturer of

American Elixir of Bitter Wine, Specially
recommended by prominent physicians.

395 to 401 W. 18th St.

JOSEPH

FLAGS,
BANNERS,
BADGES,

CHICAGO.

HOIS,

U. S. Nat'l Bk BIdg,

Practic?I Plumber and Gas Fitter
SEWER BUILDER.

M A X K I R C H M AN ,

W.

JOSEPH

Proprietor of the

537 Blue Island Ave. 643 Loomis St.

LEAF • TOBACCO

From reliable house of

CHICAGO.

JSIEW G R O C ER Y

The Only Bohemian Importers and
Packers of

CHICACO,

518 Blue Island Ave.

609 W. 21st St.

CHICAGO.

Tel. Canal, 87,

JOS.

KRAL,

Wholesale and Retail Dealer in

Hardware, C utlery and Sp orting G oods
423 West 18tli Street,

OMAHA, NEB.

pofcrofe z:apaC>u p r i nt i ng Co .,
printing tit Different languages.

1211 5. I3tb St.

©maba, incb.

PRANK VODICKA.
FASHIONABLE ME RCHANT-TAILOR
312 South 12tli Street,
United States National Bank BIdg., Omaha, Neb.

FRANK HOLASEK,

CHICAGO.

Real E state, L oans, Collections

MRS. F. A. DOERING,

Legal Business Promptly and Carefully Attended to.

Wills drawn and estates probated.

THE LEADING MILLINER,
378 Ontario St.

CLEVELAND, O.

Mail Orders Given Prompt Attention.

4 3 5 T E M P LE C O U R T ,

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.

